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Religion,
Philosophy
and Ethics (Eduqas)
“I know that I am wise
because I know that I know
nothing.” (Socrates 464 BC)
Religion, Philosophy and
Ethics gives you a fascinating
challenge: the challenge of
debating philosophical and
ethical questions which might
have no answer, such as
‘does God exist?’ and ‘how
should we behave?’ The
course is split into three areas
which interlink; you will be
looking at significant Christian
practices and beliefs that
shape religious identity, as
well as considering ultimate
philosophical questions and
learning about different ethical
theories.
Content and Assessment

Component 1 (33.3%) –
Philosophy of Religion
In this module you will learn
about arguments for the
existence of God, challenges
to religious beliefs such as the
problem of evil in the world,
and the variety and validity of
religious experience. You will
study how the philosophy of
religion has influenced
religious language. You will
also study the relationship
between psychology and
religion, learning about Freud
and Jung – is belief in God
innate or just a product of our
mind?
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Teaching
Component 2 (33.3%) –
Religion and Ethics
In this module you will learn
about ethical language and
thinking. You will be
introduced to different ethical
theories, such as
Utilitarianism, Situation ethics
and Natural Law. You will
learn how to apply the ethical
theories you learn about to a
range of moral issues, such as
homosexuality and nuclear
weapons. You will also learn
about free will and
determinism – do we really
have free will?
Component 3 (33.3%) – Study
of Christianity
In this module you will learn
about religious figures and
sacred texts (such as the
different narratives of Jesus’s
birth), social and historical
developments in Christianity
and religious concepts such
as atonement and the Trinity.
You will also study Christian
practices such as baptism, the
Eucharist and festivals. You
will also look at modern day
developments and the
relationship between religion
and society.
Each module is an externally
assessed 90 minute exam
consisting of AO1 (knowledge
and understanding) and AO2
(evaluation) essay questions.

You will be taught by two
teachers for this subject. The
classes will involve a range of
different teaching approaches.
You will be asked to take part in
whole group and small group
discussions, as well as
individual tasks. You will be
able to research areas of the
course and present your
research to the class for
discussion. RS is an academic
subject; you will be given
further reading to extend your
understanding and you will be
challenged in your thinking,
justification, and essay writing
skills. Each lesson, subject
knowledge will be presented in
an organised and engaging way
which will help you in your
learning and skill development.

The Future
Many universities offer courses
which are compatible with this
A Level, including Religious
Studies, Theology and
Philosophy. However, the broad
nature of this course means it
will link well with many other
disciplines, in particular
sociology, psychology, law and
medicine. Some graduates will
go on to directly related careers
such as teaching or ministry
work, however, many will work
in related fields such as
medicine, law, social work,
education, journalism or human
resources management.
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Independent Learning
Independent learning tasks in Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
1.
•
•
•
•

Participates independently and actively in wider reading:
Dialogue journal articles (found on Bloodle) and in the library
Think Journal and RS Review found in the library
Additional reading from textbooks and readers
Searching for academic articles and reading on the internet.

2. Watches relevant TV programmes/ reads articles or listens to relevant i-pod
discussions.
• For example, Big Questions (BBC I-player)
• Search Religion and Ethics on BBC/Channel 4 etc for radio and TV programmes.

3. Rereads and consolidates notes on current learning, retains a glossary of key terms and
scholars etc.

4. Ensures all reading is up to date and complete including extension tasks and all
activities.

5. Plans and/or completes practice questions independently using these posted on Bloodle
or those given from the teacher.
These can be completed in timed conditions or as a revision mind map.

6. Analyses and redrafts materials, highlighting key terms and key scholars.

7. Undertakes a discussion of topical issues with peers, family and via Bloodle discussion
forums.

8. Attends extra lunchtime support groups in the department to discuss topics at a higher
level with peers and teachers
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